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How to Run Executable Java (.jar) Files in Windows 10 (Easy)

If for some reason you are unable to run your Java programs in Windows by double-clicking the jar file,
oftentimes is either you don’t have the Java Development Kit (JDK) installed on your PC or you haven’t
created the right association for the execution path of the java files, in other words, you haven’t set Java as

the default program for opening your .jar files.

As such, when you try to run your java files, you get a very brief pop up of the dark command prompt
terminal which will disappear almost immediately without opening your expected Java program. If you don't
have the JDK entirely, then nothing will happen at all when you double-click.
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Usually in this situation, your Java files will not look like a regular java file as shown in the image below, it
might look just like some WInRAR file if you have WinRAR or some other archive software installed on your
computer.

FittsTaskOne...

In such a situation, when you right-click and select properties, you will see from the type of file that is actually
a java file with .jar extension.

W FittsTaskOne Propert
FittsTaskOne ittsTaskOne perties

General Security Details Previous Versions

. ﬁ FittsTaskOne

FittsTaskOne | Type offile WIinRAR archive (jar) |

Opens with =R WinRAR

[N

Location C \Users\Jude’\,Desktép

Size 54.0 KB (55.375 bytes)

Size on disk 56.0 KB (57.344 bytes)

Created Friday. November 30, 2018, 11:33:35 AM
Modified Sunday. February 22, 2015, 1:02:08 PM

Accessed Friday. November 30, 2018, 11:33:35 AM

Attributes [JRead-only [ JHidden Advanced...
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However, when you double-click on it, it opens up in WinRAR which is not what you want.

o m g FittsTaskOne.jar - ZIP archive, unpacked size 110,364 bytes
Name < Size Packed Type Modified CRC32
e e e
META-INF Folder 2/22/2015 2:02 ...

@ AccuracyMeasu... 17,226 8642 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... 269E5854

@ FittsTaskOne.cfg 3,385 1,460 File cfg 2/10/20159:52... C1DBB415

B FittsTaskOne.class 6,398 3,266 File class 2/22/2015 2:00 ... 862C7515

@ FittsTaskOneBlo... 6,504 3,149 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... D3C38337

@ FittsTaskOneCo... 12,809 5,158 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... FDE7FODE

@ FittsTaskOneFra... 2,814 1,558 File class 2/22/2015 2:00 ... 94753639 [“
@ FittsTaskOnefra... 5724 2,888 File class 2/22/20152:00...  92E7FO69

@ FittsTaskOnefra... 14,392 7,013 File class 2/22/20152:00... SBAAETE4

@ FittsTaskOneSeq... 7,050 3,188 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... 84BEF3C6

B FittsTaskOneSet... 14,822 7,585 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... 080FD38C

@ FittsTaskOneTna... 4,59 1,968 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... 1194770C

@ Throughput.class 14,550 7,449 File class 2/8/2015 6:25 ... EF2175AB
=1 Total 1 folder and 110,270 bytes in 12 files

Now, even after fixing the problem of opening up with WinRAR which is the first stage of this fix, you would
likely run into the next problem described above, which is having the dark command terminal pop up and
disappear immediately.

So even though your .jar file now looks like an actual Java file, when you double-click on it, either nothing
happens or you get a flash of the DOS command terminal. There are several possible ways to resolve this
issue, some demand more technical skills than others, below is a two-sage process | discovered that can
easily resolve this issue without the need for deep technical skills.

With this solution, there’s no need to tweak your registry or run some complex commands, making it
convenient for atypical everyday user who'’s just getting started with programming and doesn’tyet have the
competence to make the registry tweaks and run all the commands. More so, if you just want to quickly run
your .jar file without making many modifications to your system configuration, then this could be a go-to
solution for you.
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STAGE 1: Installing JDK/JRE to resolve the file format issue

So, firs is the WIinRAR issue, now if you don’t have WIinRAR installed on your computer, then yours might
look different, maybe a plain file icon like in the image below:

-

Recycle Bin

oD

Google
Chrome

~
N

s

&

FittsTaskOne

-ittsTaskOne...

In any case, the issue is usually one of two things, either you don’t have the Java Development Kit installed on
your PC or you haven't set it as the default program for opening your .jar files.

Here | should mention that | already have Java Runtime Environment installed on this laptop, so is technically
possible to run the jar file without installing the JDK but the JDK makes it more convenient and more user-friendly.
And if you’re wondering the difference between JDK and the JRE, the JDK basically contains everything that is in
the JRE together with other tools like the compilers and debuggers which makes running such jar files more
convenient.

So for the case of not having JDK installed, you can simply go to oracle.com and download the latest JDK that

corresponds with your system specifications. After downloading simply install with default configurations, and then
you will be good to go.
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To get you .jar file looking like a Java file and opening with java by default, first open your file explorer, click on the
View tab and go to where it says options, click on the drop-down and select change folder and search options.

" < | File Explorer = m} X

~ &5 Medium icons  [{ik I icon - tem check boxes

]_ W Preview pane Medium icons |55 Small icons em check boxe:

List Details i File name extensions 2

Navigation [T petails pane  [&F & t Hide ted | [Options
pae~ P = Tiles 2= Content . fit- [ Hidden items

Panes Layout Show/hide 7] Change folder and search gptions
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How to Run Execute
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@ Creative Cloud Files
% OneDrive Recent files (20)
® This PC B 9154
# 3D Objects £| Networks1_laboratory_work 2018 _TCP_UDP

@ A360 Drive W IMAG0060

B Desktop M IMAG0059

% Documents F# IMAG0058

& Downloads F&" IMAGD0S7

d Music ") IMAGO0S6

&=! Pictures 2| ymassad

B videos W vvio1s3

% Local Disk (C) - v 01ss

v Dew Voltme (C) & MVI9153

@ Network i How to Run Executable Jar Files on Windows Using CMD
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A dialog box like this should pop up, here click on the view tab and search for where it says “Hide extensions for
known file types” and uncheck it, then apply and hit ok.

Share

Home View

T & > Quick access vl , Wi.. P

ST ESCELIORNT T PO T8

Folder Options X

Feb 2018
General View  Search E PC\L

Folder views
You can apply this view (such as Details or Icons) to all "
folders of this type = Submissions

Apply to Folders Reset Folders ',

Advanced setlings

Hidden files and folders ~
Q) Don't show hidden files. folders, or drives
(@ Show hidden files. folders. and drives UDP

Hide ematc dave
(W] Hide extensions for known file types

V] THae 10 g€ co
[] Hide protected operating system files (Recommended)
D Launch folder windows in a separate process

L] Restore previous folder windows atlogon

[v] Show drive letters

[[] Show encrypted or compressed NTFS files in color

[;/] Show pop-up description for folder and desktop items

Show preview handlers in preview pane v
[ Restore Defaults i
OK Cancel Apply
& Network ‘ How to Run Executable Jar Files on Windows Using CMD

‘ FittsTaskOne
- Raven & Kreyn - Call me Again [NCS Release]

24 items

Now if you go back to your Java file, you will see that it now has the .jar extension added to the file name, but still, it
doesn’t look like a java file and would still open with WinRAR if | double click on it.
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To get this file looking like a java file and opening with java by default, simply right click on the jar file
and select open with, then click on choose another app.

Extract files...
Extract Here
Extract to FittsTaskOne\
Edit with Notepad++

Scan with Windows Defender...

(0% <& ROW

Share

Open with > Java(TM) Platform SE binary

Give access to > m Search the Microsoft Store

Restore previous versions

Choose another app

Send to >

Cut
Copy

Create shortcut
Delete

Rename

Properties
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Here select Java Platform SE Binary, the check the box where it says always use this app to open

Jarfile.

How do you want to open this file?

Keep using this app

=S \VinRAR

Other options

Java(TM) Platform SE binary

Look for an app in the Microsoft Store

More apps

«/ Always use this app to open jar files

3 L OK
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Then you should have your jar file looking like a Java file and ready to run, this also helps you to identify your

java file from a bunch of other files.

Share View O
« Sl « Courses > Human Computer Interaction (521145A) > HW2 > FittsTaskOne > 2365073 v O pel
A Name ’ Date modified Type Size
# Quick access
100CANON 2365073 12/4/2018 2:16 AM  File folder
Data Copy 11/30/2018 12:47 . File folder
Ads and Posters
‘R RData 12/4/2018 2:07 AM R Workspace 21 KB
Audio - . “TORY Eile ¢
_| .Rhistory 12/4/2018 207 AM  RHISTORY File 17 KB
How to Run Exec =B 2365073.zip 12/4/2018 210 AM  WinRAR ZIP archive 4KB
© Creative Cloud File | Conditions.txt 11/30/2018 12:27 . Text Document 1KB
| Fi cfa 1/30/2018 12:26 .. CFG File 4 KB
4 OneDrive /22/2015 1:02PM  Executable Jar File 55 KB
™ This PC ] 11/30/2018 12:34 ..  SD1 File 6 KB
j 3D Objects » FittsTaskOne-P1-C01-B01.sd2 11/30/2018 1234 ...  Sound Designer 2 1KB
| FittsTaskOne-P1-C01-B01.sd3 11/30/2018 12:34 .. SD3 File 37KB
@ A360 Drive i ‘ ; D
FittsTaskOne-P1-C02-B01.sd1 11/30/2018 12:35 .. SD1 File 6 KB
Il Desktop & ,
FittsTaskOne-P1-C02-B01.sd2 11/30/2018 12:35.. Sound Designer 2 1KB
8 Documents | FittsTaskOne-P1-C02-B01.5d3 11/30/20181235.. SD3 File 29KB
¥ Downloads ] FittsTaskOne-P2-C01-B01.sd1 11/30/2018 1241 ..  SD1 File 6KB
ﬁ Music & FittsTaskOne-P2-C01-B01.sd2 11/30/2018 12:41 .. Sound Designer 2 1KB
& Pictures _| FittsTaskOne-P2-C01-B01.sd3 11/30/2018 1241 .. SD3 File 34 KB
! Videos | FittsTaskOne-P2-C02-B01.sd1 11/30/2018 12:43 . SD1 File 6 KB
£ Local Disk (C) 7 FittsTaskOne-P2-C02-B01.sd2 11/30/2018 12:43 . Sound Designer 2 1K8B
. New Volume (D _| FittsTaskOne-P2-C02-B01.sd3 11/30/2018 12:43 .. SD3 File 26 KB
. SD Card (F) =] run.bat 11/30/2018 12:14 .. Windows Batch File 1KB
€) solutionR 12/4/2018 200 AM R File 3KB
w~~ SD Card (F)
DCIM
- 2. ¢
22 items

But still, when you double-click on your Java file, nothing happens, which brings us to the second issue of

nothing happening when you double-click on your jar file.
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STAGE 2: Creating the right association for executing the Java files

To fix the issue of nothing happening when you double-click your .jar file or having the DOS terminal pop up and
disappear without launching your expected Java program. Go to where you have your java file saved, | have mine on
the desktop, right-click on an empty space and go to new and then text document.

-

Recycle Bin

oD

Google
Chrome

AMD Catalyst Control Center
FittsTaskOne.j

ar View

Sort by
. Refresh
FittsTaskOne...

Graphics Properties...
Graphics Options

New Folder

3 Display settings Shortcut

Personalize Microsoft Access Database
Bitmap Image
= Contact
*| Microsoft Word Document
Edraw.Document
Microsoft Project Document
| Microsoft PowerPoint Presentation

Microsoft Publisher Document

Text Document I

@: Microsoft Visio Drawing
B Microsoft Excel Worksheet
38 WInRAR ZIP archive
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You can name your text file to whatever you like, | will name mine run.

o

Recycle Bin

oD

Google
Chrome

FittsTaskOn...

Next, change the file extension from .txt to .bat, hit yes on the dialog box, and then you should have a file looking
like this.

Recycle Bin

a P

Google
Chrome

I\
kv

—

FittsTaskOne.j run.bat
ar

FittsTaskOne...
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Now right-click on the bat file and select edit.

Recycle Bin

oD

Google
Chrome

FittsTaskOn... Qesn
Edit

Print
. Run as administrator
Convert to Adobe PDF

Convert to Adobe PDF and EMail

Edit with Notepad++
Scan with Windows Defender...

Share

Give access to

Add to archive...

Add to "run.rar”

Compress and email...
Compress to "run.rar” and email

Restore previous versions
Send to

Cut

Copy

Create shortcut
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It should open up a blank notepad like this, here type in “java -jar” and then the name of your jar file including the .jar

extension as shown in the image below.

| run.bat - Notepad

File Edit Format View Help
Ijava -jar FittsTaskOne.jar|

It is best to copy-paste is you have a long file name because this won’t work for you if the file name is not

exactly the same including the .jar extension, then save and close the file.

Recycle Bin

oD

Google
Chrome

EX
L3

FittsTaskOne.j run.bat

ar

Now, whenever you double-click on this bat file it should open up your java application.

Hope this was able to help you out. If you have any questions regarding the procedures, please post in the
comment section to get more help. The video below demonstrates most of the suggestions discussed above.
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